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few who, in pointing to the muddle which has followed, are inclined to urge that all the blame for it should be laid upon the Home Government. But a little consideration will show the gross Injustice of any such proceeding. Many, if not, Indeed, all the members of the Cabinet, must have doubted the wisdom of the measure when they gave their sanction to it. But the alarmist rumours, and the persistent prophecies of the evil which would result, which emanated from the Indian Treasury officials, really left them no alternative. The passing of the Sherman Eepeal Act did bring about a panic In silver, which reduced the intrinsic value of the rupee to one shilling. Suppose for a moment, the British Government had refused their assent to the measure, and the predicted panic in Indian finance and Indian commerce had taken place, the entire blame for It would have been laid at their door, and there would have been an outcry that everything had been foreshadowed, and yet no precautions taken to prevent the disaster. The national Indignation would have been so strong as to sweep them from office for a gross dereliction of duty, and no argument would have been able to convince the public that they acted for the best. They were really between Scylla. and Charybdis, and acted upon the principle that of two evils it was advisable to choose the lesser. Had they acted merely for the object of clinging to office^